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Reliant birthplace is
marked with plaque

By Nick Reid
News Reporter

A SPECIAL plaque to honour the birthplace of
the Reliant car company has been installed
pride of place on a Tamworth home to com-
memorate the legacy of the vehicle makers.

Tamworth Heritage Trust has teamed up with
the Reliant Motor Club to unveil the nameplate,
which will celebrate the impact Reliant has had
across Tamworth, Britain and the world.

Charlotte Oliver, granddaughter of co-
founder Ewart Thompson was on hand to offi-
cial unveil to commemoration on the house
where it all began, in Kettlebrook Road.

Margaret Clarke, chairman of Tamworth Her-
itage Trust, said: “It was areally great event and
a pleasure to recognise the importance of the
Reliant as part of the town’s history.

“It is so important that we remember our
heritage, especially in Tamworth. We used to be
the capital of the county and had the first
English King and it is something we should
always remember. :

“What makes the Reliant Robin so iconic is
that it was nippy, it was small and it was easy to

ive,

“People have always held the car in great
affection and Princess Ann has always been a
fan and a member of the club!

“To think that the company started from a
shed in the town is amazing and it is known all
over the world.

“We hope to domore events toraise the profile
of Reliant in Tamworth as it is something so
iconic to the town.”

The plaque was officially unveiled on Sat-
urday;, July 8, on Bro-Dawel in Kettlebrook Road,
which isnow owned by Jaymie and Marc Rogers
as this was the brithplace of the company:

It is also said that, for a number of years, the
shed held many of the blue prints for early
Reliant vehicles that were kept under lock and
key. The couple plan to keep the building in its
original condition.

The blue plague itself is just the second one to
be awarded in Tamworth with the first being on
the old Bank House in Ladybank in the town.

Charlotte Oliver, granddaughter of Reliant co-
founder Ewart Thompson, officially unveiled the
plaque.

The group hope to install two more in the
town in the near future to remember other
notable characters from the town’s past.

Elvis Payne, chairman and historian for the
Reliant Motor Club, said: “We are overjoyed to
at last mark the birth place of Reliant with a
blue plague and indeed pay tribute to its
founders.

“The plaque has been a long time coming and
there have been conversations about it going
back several years.

“We recognised that joining the Tamworth
Heritage Trust would be of great benefit and we
hoped to create a partnership with them in
which we could meet our goals.”

Left to right: Clarke of th F Trust), Barrie Wills (president of the
Reliant Motor Club) Elvis Payne (chairman and historian for the Reliant Motor Club) Caroline Payne
(secretary for the Reliant Motor Club) and Mark Cropper (treasurer for the Reliant Motor Club) were on
hand for the plaque unveiling.




