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Editorial:

2S5t 02YS (2 GKS AyldzAdz2NYt YF3AFTAYS 2F GKS wal/ @
Reliant enthusiast; archive material, contributions from the membership, rally & events reports, Reliant
facts confirmed and myths busted a2 NS X NBFR 2y Yeé FStt2¢ wStAl yi

Coverpicture; to start our magazines we thought @eshow a photo of the prototype Reliant seen here in 1935.

3



Introducing the RMC

Whilst there are a number of Reliant based clubs currently available both Elvis Rayméask Cropper

felt that there wasn't actually a Reliant club that covered every aspect of Reliant and indeed offered its
members access to its entire archivehe plan was therefore to form a new club that not only promoted
all the variousrehicles (bth three and fourwheeled)that Reliant manufactured, but to also cover as
much about the history of the company as wélumerous myths and mistruths have appeared about the
history of Reliant over the last 10 years or so and so of equal importance ¢tutbeedesire to banish such
myths and present actual facts that can be documented for future generatiomgop of this, with the
arrival of ever increasing Internet speeds and the falling cost of bandwidth, the possibility of hosting e
whole archive ofnformation on line is now more viable than it has ever been

The aim for the new Reliant club therefore was to have a club that was heavily web based where use
could instantly siglup and instantly access a whole archive of Reliant informati@uoite by chance an
online archive was also something that Elvis had been working on since December 2015. Following ta
between Elvis and Mark the new club, the Reliant Motor Club was officially formed in April 2016.
However, before the club could go live tlieewas much to organise converting the current web site Elvis
was working on into a Reliant Motor Club web siteilst Mark was setting the club up with things like a
ySg Ofdzo oly]l |002dzyd FyR aSOtaGAy3a 2dzi o defightedf dzo
GgKSY F2tft26Ay3 |y AYyF2NXI{f 3SG 23SHGKSNE . I NNA
President.

2 A0K GKS afz23rys G¢KS /fdz F2NJ hgySNBR YR 9yiK
RMC was unveiled orude 6th 2016. The new RMC web s#ethe first welsiteto create an online
catalogue oReliant Brochures and indeed present every edition of the Reliant Review newspaper frorm
1963 to 1977.This is just the start, as there are plans for the web sitgrmw tenfold. As moreitems

from the RMCarchives* are scanned, members will have access to a wealth of information, previously
unimaginable, at their fingertips.

In addition the RMC has also joindte Federation of British Historic Vehicle Clubs. FB&VC exists to
uphold the freedom to use historic vehicles on the road. It does this by representing the interests of
owners of such vehicles to politicians, government officials, and legislators both in the UK and (through th
Federation Internationale &s Vehicules Anciens) in Europe.

The RMC is also the first club to join the Tamworth Heritage Trust. Set up in 200arttveorth Heritage
Trustaims tNBO2NR ¢ YF2NIKQa LI a03 LINKKSS NIE diNGSS 2 1IN 3
heritage. Wih the Reliant Motor Company being part of that we aim to also work alongside the trust.

* The RMC Archives consist of several personal archive collections from Elvis Payne, Mark Cropper, Dave
Poole and Kerry Croxton.
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When Ipurchased my first Reliant Robin in 1990 to replace a stolen motorcycle, |
had no idea how much that little car would capture my enthusiasm would
result in an interest that (to date) has spanned a quarter of a centAtthough

it has been many yearsnce the last Reliant rolled off the production line, the
interest in these fascinating cars continues to grow and as technology races
ahead, both Mark and | discussed the idea of a new ttiabtook advantage

of this which resulted in the formation ahe Reliant Motor Club (RMC).

'\ ; ¥ | -‘" \\ 3
The RMC means a great deal to us and over the course of the next few years we have a nipfarer of

that we aim to fulfil, the first to make our web site the World's largest online Reliant arciisehe web
site evolves rare categories will be included and more information uploaded.

Inthe club'sfirst 6 months we had no idea that we would be celebrating our 100th member or indeed
would be attracting members from all around the worl#Ve thank each and every one who Haslped
support us and confirm that there is room for a club like the RM& especially thank the Bug Club, the
Reliant &bre and Simitar Owners Club and the Kitten Register for all their support and demonstrating
that a club like the RMC can-eaist with other clubs.

This therefore all leads us on to our very first magazine, thank you to all those who have contributec
towards it and | hope that you find it both informative and interesting.

Happy Relianteering

Elvis.

In 1966, when my Dad purchased his first Reliant 3 wheeler, | could never
M have guessed what an important part of my life Reliant Cars would
. become!

When Elvis was writing his last book we exchanged many emails
concerning the achievements of the Reliant ttloCompany and lack of
ﬁ accurate information available. During the conversations we had, we got

to talk about forming a club specifically aimed at promoting the
achievements of this unique car manufacturer and also making available as much informatiablava
about Reliant to the members.

From the outset we decided that the club would be different from traditional car clubs in so much as we
would be the first to offer a totally web based membership experience and an unrivalled source of
information abait the company. One other thing that sets us apart, we actively work in partnership with
other Reliant Clubs and promote membership of the model specific clubs .

The club has exceeded our expectations and with 100 members in less than 6 months weiavslpbv
very pleased with what we have achieved so far.

Safe and Happy Motoring

Mark



t NB & A ReRoieQa

Earlier this year | was both pleasantly surprised and greatly honoured to be
asked by Elvis Payne and Mick Cropper to accept the title of honorary
president of the newly formed Reliant Motor Club. | feel very much the same
& : about the opportunity to address readers of this, the first edition of the club's
LA ¥ new magazine.

| was indeed most fortunate that the majority of my short but exciting six year witmReliant fell into its
Kt Ooez2y @SINR 2F GKS wmptna gKSYy GKS O2YLI yNasha |
takeover, seemed especially good under Ray Wiggin's foresight and inspirational leadership. Those k
€SI NAR 27T \ofnieit brgdith@ 8E5& SEB/Ba, Robin, Kitten, and the increase in capacity of the all
aluminium engine to 850cc, whilst enhancing its fuel efficiency. They also spawned the collaborations wit
licensees Otosan in Turkey and MEBEA in Greece, through wkié&nadol Estate and Fox were localised

in their respective countries, the latter based upon a Grbalt Kitten chassis. After so many successes, it
was indeed a tragedy that the second largest Britgined vehicle manufacturer of that time should
suffer such a sad, slow demise over the decades that followed.

Still-6 KSNB A& YdzOK G2 OStSON}YaGS Fo2dzi F€t GKFG 3N
belief in threewheeled transport and | am confident what follows will both inform and etatier As
always, Elvis Payne's enthusiasm and efforts have produced a publication of which to be proud, containi
more than 20 articles. Sincere thanks are due to him and all the contributors.

Dear reader | hope you will enjoy reading all that follows.

Barrie Wills

Meet the RMC ¢am

President Barrie Wills

Chairman / Historian / WebmasterElvis Payne
Treasurerg Mark Cropper

Membership Secretarg Sue Cropper
Magazine Editog Kerry Croxton

Technical Support: Sportscay®ave Poole

Technical Suppt: Economy FouWheelersg John Pearce



Barrie Wills / President

S v

After ten years with Jaguar, the first five as an indentured
commercial apprentice from 19584, and a subsequent two years
with British Leyland as supplies manager of its bus division, in
January 1972 | joined Reliant Motor Company as supplies manager
and was appointed to the board in February 1974. | led the
development of purchasing, material control and parts
departments, and the sourcing of the Robin, Otosan Anadol estate

9 (Turkey), Saiitar GTE SE5a, SE6 and SE6a models, Kitten car,
WIS estate and van range, TW9 pigR, and Helicak taxi for Indonesia.

In 1976 | was appointed director of product development and supply, deputy managing director in the nex
year, and headed product strategyofn 19768, which included a replacement for Anadol designed by
.SNI2yS o6C2mMmM0O® ! YRSNI YIyYylI3Ay3d RANBOG2NI wl & 22
RANBOUZ2NE w23ISN) adzadaNF @S> | yR F2NN¥SN W Fdopdah OK
sales networkor Scimitar and Kitten ranges.

L NBAAIYSR Ay CSONHzZ NBE wmMoptry> F2ff2Ay 3T INRdzZLI C
buyout attempt led by Ray Wiggin, linked to higlofile auto industry businessmen, Johannes Eerdmans
(who took Jaguar into the US market), John Barber (former managing director of BL), Donald Healey M
(of AustinHealey fame) and Tony Good (a former director of Jensenyl the Nash Securities takeover of
1977 that bllowed immediately afterwards.

In Odober 1978, was recruited by John DeLorean to be director of purchasing of his company in Northerr
Ireland, before becoming chief executive during the 1:332ceivership and the longest serving employee.
For the following two years, | led Sir Clive Biins electric vehicle venture, before assisting Proton of
Malaysia; Yulon Motors of Taiwan; the Iranian national car company Iran Khodro; the Ministry of Industn
of Indonesia; the Department of Trade & Industry of UK; the European Union; the Socibtgtaf
Manufacturers and Traders; and many other automotive projects ad&asspe, Asia and North America.

From 198638 | coordinated the manufacturing launch of the Lotus Elan (M100). Then, over21991
assisted the creation of joint ventures in Indoreesvith Kia and Fiat. In 1992, | led the negotiation of an
EEC grant for Rover Group and, through 1993, a cost reduction programme on the Lamborghini Diabl
When MG Rover entered administration in 2005, | initiated the Project Kimber business plantand, af
securing the services of Lord James of Blackheath as its figurehead, | ledBatisallbid to acquire the
MG-related assets from the administrators of M&@ver, having negotiated the transfer of the rights to the
discontinued Smart Roadster from Dadi SNJ KNEaf SN C2ftf2¢Ay3 GKS |
O2YLISUAGAGBS 2FFSNI FNRY [/ KAYFIQa blyaAay3da ! dzi2Y2dA
business plan was developed focusing on the Smart Roadster. This collapsed in the wWekelobal
financial crisis of 2007/8.

In my subsequent retirement, | wrote my first book, John Z, the DeLorean &des of an insider, which

was published in 2015. | am presently writing a prequel/sequel covering the other 45 and a half years ¢
my 2 in the global auto industry, which will embrace my six years with Reliant. If all goes to plan this wil
be published in October 2017.



Elvis Payne / Chairman / Historian / Webmaster

My interest in Reliant dates back to 1990 when prior to starting
University, my motorcycle was stolen and so | replaced it with a
1973 Reliant Robin on the basis | could get a lot more bags in there
whilst travelling to and from University. Whilst at University | wrote
the history of the 3wheeled vehicle for a history projeand was
2FTFSNBR | Lzt AaKAY IV g2 Yie T Qidzo
and they wanted £2,000 towards publishing cost. So it went no
further.

As a result of all the information | collected for the project, in July

- SN - 2000, | used it to create a webtesion 3wheelers at www.3
wheelers.com which went on to become and still is one of the largest websitesvdme8lers on the
Internet. In 2001 when Reliant closed its doors and production was then restarted by B&N Plastics,
became the official webmastdor B&N Plastics detailing on line the progress of the cars being built.

In 2002, | approached Lledo and commissioned 1,000 1:43 scale models of a Supervan Il that featured
web site logo. The models then acted as a catalyst to get a real Superaad tb restore it so that it
resembled the scale model. The Supervan Ill was purchased in 2004 had a full nut and bolt restoration a
another spin off from that lead to the whole restoration being documented which resulted in my first
02212 al 2B 0@SINBIAYId wS3IlLté AY Hnnp® ¢KS 6NRU
books with the Reliant North Cape Challenge in 200&uthored with my brother, The Reliant Three
Wheeler 1935 1973 (in 2011) and The Reliant Thiétheeler 19732002(in 2012) both ceauthored with
Stuart Cyphus. Following these was then Th2 &f ThreeWheelers in 2013 and The Reliant Motor
Company in 2016 in which H.R.H The Princess Royal wrote the foreword.

Sadly my Supervan Il was destroyed by fire in 2008 axlthen replaced with a 1961 Regal Mk VI van
which are quite rare. The van enjoyed the lime light and was used for a filming and enjoyed appearanct
Ay .C.{o FTR@OSNIasz G4KS ../ FAfY a¢2Fadé¢ | yRMyKS
wSEtAFY(d g1a GKS 2yfte 2yS (2 FSI{idz2NBE Ay GKS LINE 3
cut from the final version.

Whilst not using my vehicle | have also assisted numerous other TV programs and advertisements wi
information on Rliant or indeed found vehicles for them. This also includes the infamous Top Geat
episode with the Reliant Robin constantly being rolled by Jeremy Clarkson. | was on that episode. Alo
with TV | have also helped many newspapers, magazines and ratdanstWorldwide with either Reliant
related information or photos. One of the more memorable request was from BBC America to write &
biography of the Reliant van for the extras section for a DVD of the TV series, Only Fools and Horses.
addition to the biography | also took photos that were used on the packaging and the cover of one of the
DVDs. From 2006 to 2014, | also organised the Reliant Gathering in Tamworth on which once a ye
wStAlIYyl OSKAOfSA ¢2dzA R FaasSvyofS Fa LINLH 2F GKS
| have owned a number of Reliant thradeelers including three Robin Mk 1s, two Rialtos, two Supervan
llls and a Regal Mk VI van. At present there is no Reliant in the garage although instead | have be

collecting Reliant memorabilia to build up asvdeliant archive which at this point in time, contains well
over 1,200 items.



Mark Cropper / Treasurer

S e TR

' My interest in Reliant cars started in 1966 when my Dad
purchased a new Reliant Regal 3/25 supeblue from

- our local dealership Roy Peplow & Cwaas just 3 at the

.| time and was seriously ill with a kidney complaint, so
purchasing a Reliant 3 wheeler made a lot of sense due to
. the fact he held a full motorcycle license.

My parents to this day say that my love of going out in the
Reliant helped me mover. | started to collect sales
— A brochures and the Reliant reviews along with scrap books
A - O full of articles about the company.
‘i_ x % g 7 ¥ 53,.'; p y
Whenmost of my friends had posters of Ferraris and Lamborghini's, | had Bond Bugs, Robins and Scimita
| can recall the ext@ment of collecting one the first Robins on the road in 1973 and a small crowd

gathering around it when we parked up in Bilston, demonstrating the impact the futuristic Ogle styling hac
at time.

It was not until 1982 that | finally owned a Reliant of own, a 2 door Rialto GLS in champagne. Having
passed my test in a Metro the first thing that surprised me was the outstanding performance of the Rialto
this car is fast!

In 1986 my child hood dream was realised, | finally got to dgriBend Bug, and d@id not disappoint! 25
years later, | purchased another Baigd did a total rebuildl have owned 5 brand new Reliants, the last
being my mist blue Rialto SE estate that | still own to this day.

My love for the range oReliant small sports carstarted when | first saw the SS1 when it was launched at
the Motorshow held at the NEC, | have lost count how many | have owned but currently have an SS1 160!
an 1800Ti that has been restored and an SST 1400. | have only owned one Scimitar GTE.

One of my favorite Reliant 3 wheelers is the Andy Plumb styled MK3 Robin, we have several examples of
these including 2 BN's.

| am always happy to promote the benefits of Reliant ownership and have twice driven a Reliant from
Lands End to John O'Groats. | also orgedithe first ever display of Reliant 3 Wheelers at the Classic
Motorshow in 2010.

My proudest achievements have been the organisation of the Robin 21 Rally in 1994 and starting the RM(
with Elvis in the 50th year of my family's continued ownership of Bkity Qa FTAy Sa i aLISOAl

Sue Cropper / Membership Secretary

My interest in Reliants started in 2002
when | met Mark Cropper, | have to
admit up to this point | was one of the

® many people who believe they would

=S fall over on every corner and not gorye

‘2 fast. | had never been in a 3 wheeler,
although my grandad had one, until

Mark took me to IKEA in his Rialto, | was
very surprised at how well it performed.



The first Reliant | purchased was a Rialto that had been vandalised. The second was not 48 Mihee
yellow Scimitar SS1 (Winky as it had a wink when | got it) in 2004 that | still own now. This was short
followed by a Robin LX with a blown head gasket and some fibre glass dah@decalled Norman, with
Mark's and my Dad's help | rebuilié engine and | repaired the damaged body work, the results of my
work was rewarded by winning a trophy for car of the day.

| have appeared in Practical Classics Magazine after | rebuilt my SS1 1600 after it got written off, and dro
our orange BN1 in ayblicity shoot for Kerrang Radio. 1 first exhibited a car at the NEC Classic Motorshov
in 2007 with the RSSOC and in 2010, Mark and | arranged the first ever display of Reliant 3 Wheelers at
classic Motorshow. We have also displayed our cars at therSione Classic also doing several laps of the
circuit.

Mark and | have driven a Mk3 Robin (Blue Boy) from John O'Groats ts [Eant rebuilt a Scimitar 1800 TI
and | am currently restoring a Reliant Kitten. | am not afraid to get my hands dirtyaandalways happy
to help anyone get their Reliant back where it should be on the road!

Kerry Croxton / Magazine Editor
o

¢K2dzaK Yeé fF3iS Y2G0KSNJ 2g¥WsR |
introduction to Reliants was in the form of a green@auncil
Reliant TW9Ant dropside truck that my Dad and a fellow
0SS SSLISNI 62 dzahd iised® yranspdttDeekives: Q &
to their out-apiaries. Throughout the years Dad owned the Ant,

| drove it on many occasionsither when my regular tin box let

me down o for deliverS&8 6AGQa FYFIT Ay3 K2
when you own a light truck or van!). | even used the Ant to
transport our departmental raft down to the River Turn for the
local raft race.

| enjoyed driving the Ang its quirky looks and the high driving
position, dways amazedat what a sturdy workhorse it was.
Despite being only 848cc it would carry half a ton of logs with ease and could carry up to 16 cwt if required
Such was my affinity with the Ant | purchased my own a few years later. Rescued from a West#$/idla
scarp yad, | renovated the tipper until it was roadworthy, however never completed the project, having
got disillusioned with the DVLA when | tried to register the vehicle for which all documentation had beer
lost.

When the tin box (Bedford HA110 vdmally became termmally rusty I, at
the suggestion of my Dad, bought a Reliant as a replacement. Free : ,
iKS RNBRNK¢adKS wStAlyioa TFTAoNBIELF A4 RE I\
chassis promised a long life. Indeed | had the vehicle for 12 years| g s

120,0@ miles. Used to the versatility of a small van, | had purchased\

white Rialto 2 van.

Not content with the bland white paintwork | adorned the bonnet witifes

a{yr33tSiz220Kéz GKS AO2yA0 az2iz2 [

machine¢ screaming its had off at anything above 60mph, though | digi# =

KIS Tnb LidzZi 2F Al oR2yQl GSf¢ R
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almost impossible. The Rialto was quite a contrasiich higher geared, and as a coggence much
guieter and significantly more eaomicaland faster that my tin box. | was hooked.

As a lifelong classic car enthusiast | jumped atdi@nceof purchasing a 1969 Regal 21E saloon when the
opportunity arose. | exhibited the Regal at a number of local classic car shows and microcar ralies furth
afield.L KIF @S RNAGSY 062G4K wAlfi2 W @Iy YR ¢lyRe C
Reliants at three of the NEC Classic Motorshows and my Reliants have featured in newspaper, televisi
and radio articlesOver thelast 20+ years have owned and driven a succession of Reliant models, both
three and fourwheeled and even no wheeled!

L K93S KFIR 2@SNJon wStAlIyda AyOftdzZRAYy3a p wAlf G2
3/30, Ant, various Rebels, Kittens and FgxX&cimitar GTE and Metrocab. My current fleet includes what is
believed to be the oldest Rebel saloon still in the country, the oldest Rebel van in existence, one of only
handful of Giant (Robin SLX) pickups, Tandy Fox camper and Metrocab. | evenReliantapowered
Allett lawnmower. My daily driver is my pearlescent violet, 32 ya@drRialto 2 van which has now clocked
up 186,000 miles on the original engine.

L KI@S 0SSy Ay@2ft SR Ay @FNA2dza OF NJ 24 ysONR far Of
which | have been magazine editor of both local and National magazines over the last 20 years. | have a
written and published the first of three books on the subject of thraeeelers. | am therefore grateful to
have been asked to edit thenaugural edition of the Reliant Motor Club magazine. Thankfully, unlike
previous positions, the job of editdrasso far lived up to its title. With so many interesting articles being
contributed by the membership if has been a joy to read and collateethdspe you enjoy the magazine
and until then next one | would like to wish you all happy and safe motariteyry.

Dave Poole / Technical SupporBportscars

I've been a Reliant fan since 1998,
which was when | purchased a 1969
Reliant Scimitar GTE SE5I1 knew
nothing about the Reliant sports cars
and soon starting looking into the
fascinating history of Reliant Sabre and
Scimitar sports cars. In 2004, | started
my own website www.sporting
reliants.com

Over the last 18 years | have collected
a large anount of Reliant memorabilia.
While | mainly focus on the Reliant
sports cars, | have a great interest in
the whole history of Reliant.

| got married to my lovely wife Teresa in 2015 and we have a Springer Spaniel called "Sabre".

Our bungalow is calte"Scimview" and our spare bedroom is called the "Reliant Room", so I'm very lucky
to have such an understanding wife!
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